UNDER ONE ROOF: |

SHE WAS BROUGHT TO THE U.S.
ILLEGALLY AS A CHILD. HER
BROTHER WAS BORN HERE AND
IS A CITIZEN: A LOOK AT LIFE IN
A ‘MIXED STATUS’ FAMILY.

By David Gonzalez in New York

he father, an engineer, saw no future for his

daughter and son in their struggling country,

Ecuador. In 2001, he made his way to Mexico

and paid smugglers known as “coyotes” to

help him sneak across the border into Texas.

Then he headed to New York, where his wife
and children|flew in as tourists and stayed.

But the donsequences of that decision—an immigrant’s
uprooting hig family for the sake of the next generation—have
been anything but simple.

His daughter, now 22, graduated from college with honors,
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and is still living in the U.S. illegally. While her classmates have
good corporate jobs and take foreign vacations, she’s a book-
keeper for a small immigrant-run business. She fears venturing
outside New York City and can'’t even get a driver’s license.

Meanwhile, her 17-year-old brother—who was born in
the U.S. and is therefore an American citizen—can do things
his family cannot, like spending summers in Ecuador with
his cousins. But he’s lonely during the school year here and
would like to move back to Ecuador.

“How can he even think that?” asks his mother. “We're
sacrificing ourselves so he can get a better education and a
better job. After giving up everything to come here, he—the
only one with papers—wants to go back?”

CITIZEN & NON-CITIZEN CHILDREN

This family of four—who let a reporter and a photographer
spend time with them only if they were not identified, for fear
of being deported—is part of a growing group of what are
often called mixed-status families.

Nearly 2.3 million undocumented families—about three
quarters of those that are in the U.S. illegally—have at least
one child who is a U.S. citizen, according to the Pew Hispanic
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Center in Washington, D.C.; nearly 400,000 families have both
citizen and non-citizen children.

The increase in miked-status families is due to a tide of illegal
immigration and federal laws that deny legal status to illegal immi-
grants’ foreign-born children—who had no say in coming here—
while granting citizenship to their American-born siblings.

And as their numbers rise, they are challenging three of
the biggest stereotypes of immigrants today.

The first stereotype is that immigrant families are either
legal or illegal. The second stereotype is that they either know
they’re here to stay or bent on returning home. The third is
that most immigrants are men on their own, without wives
and children.

In fact, most immigrants live in families, and with a blend of
legal statuses, opportunities, and plans. This family, in Queens,
New York, shows how such disparities within immigrant
homes can pull family members in such different directions.

Mother, father, san, and daughter are now split between
two households, and between those who expect to stay in the
U.S. and those who want to return to Ecuador. The daughter,
despite tireless efforts to get ahead, feels she is losing ground
and that her brother—who carries the weight of his family’s

highest hopes—takes his citizenship for granted.

The mother, 47, who gave up her job in Ecuador as a com-
puter systems analyst and now babysits for a living, has tried
in vain to leverage her son’s citizenship to get a green card,
which would grant her permanent legal residency.

‘PASSING INTO ILLEGALITY'

Still, they are better off than many illegal immigrants. They
have built a comfortable life in New York, a city that has
traditionally welcomed foreigners, regardless of whether they
have immigration papers. And the parents are among a rising
proportion of illegal immigrants with higher educations—
about 25 percent have had some college—abandoning careers
back home to come to the U.S. to vault their children into the
American middle class.

The daughter showed promise at age 7, when she was
already working the cash register at her parents’ office-
supply shop in Ecuador, and by the time she was 9, she
was absorbed in math. As she neared her 14th birthday, her
father began to think about taking his family back to the

David Gonzalez is a reporter for The New York Times
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U.S. IMMIGRATION MILESTONES

1860s—1920s

A potato famine in

Ireland, along with poor
economic conditions and =

religiobs discrimination
in Easter and Southern
Europe, spur a huge

wave df Irish, Polish,
Russiap, Jewish, and
ftalian immigrants o Congress passes the
the U.S Chinese Exclusion
_ Act, suspendi ng
the immigration of
Chinese laborers.

Ellis Istand (above),

the main entry point
for immigrants, opens
in New York Harbor.
One million immigrants
pass through in 1907.

United States so she could go to college here.

The family had been here before. After graduating at the top
of his class from the polytechnic university in Quito, Ecuador’s
capital, the father moved to New York in 1986—legally, on a
student visa—to study for a graduate degree in engineering. He
planned tp return home to his wife,

But when he leamned that she was expecting their first
child, he kquit school and took a factory job—which violated
the terms|of his visa—and arranged to have his wife and baby
daughter smuggled into Texas and travel to New York.

“I knew I was passing into illegality,” he says. “It was a very
difficult decision to make. But I had to support them.”

They all eventually moved to Miami, where their son was
bomn. But hopes of a prosperous American life eluded them,
and in 1992 they returned to Ecuador.

As their daughter raced through school, skipping two grades
and outpacing her classmates, her father worried about the
quality of|schooling in Ecuador, where the economy was slip-
ping into chaos. He resolved to give her, and her brother, the
American |education he never completed.

NO SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER
When they arrived in New York in 2001, the father found

work as a|draftsman with a construction company. He earns
more than he would in Ecuador, and enjoys the chance to show-
case his skills and move around the city, working in nice office
and apartment buildings. The mother, on the other hand, cares
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1921 1965 2009

President Obama
calls for Congress to
consider immigration
reform next year. He
says that all options
are on the table,
including a guest-
worker program and
the possibility of a
pathway to citizenship
for some illegal
immigrants.

The Immigration

& Nationality Act
ends quotas based
on national origin,
giving preference
to skilled workers,
family reunification,
and refugees. More
immigrants from Asia
and Latin America
begin amriving.

Congress passes the
National Origins Act,
setting immigration
quotas according

to nationality. The
quotas allow fewer
immigrants from
Eastern and Southern
Europe, and more from
Northern Europe.

for other people’s children in cramped apartments.

These discrepancies put a strain on their relationship,
and four years ago they separated. The children spend most
weekdays with their father, in the attic of a house in Queens
owned by his brother, who is a legal resident. On weekends,
they visit their mother in her basement apartment in another
neighborhood.

The daughter is among 65,000 young people who gradu-
ate from American high schools each year without immigra-
tion papers, according to the Urban Institute in Washington,
D.C. She began to understand just what that meant when she
talked to a guidance counselor about college.

OCCUPATIONS WITH THE HIGHEST SHARES
OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

(PERCENTAGE OF WORKERS IN OCCUPATION WHO ARE ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS)

AGRICULTURE 25%
BUILDING & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE  19%

CONSTRUCTION 17%
FOOD PREPARATION & SERVICE 12%
MANUFACTURING 10%

SOURCE: PEW HISPANIC CENTER
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"She asked |me for my
Social Security number,”
the daughter recalls. “She
said she couldn’t help
=e with applications with-
out one.”

She quickly |learned the
other things she couldn’t
have, like scholarships and
the chance to attend college
outside New [York. And
it is nearly impossible for
illegal-immigrant children
to become legpl residents

without going back to their native country, and then waiting

10 years to apply.

For the daughter, going back to Ecuador is out of the ques-
tion. “All my frignds are here,” she says. “All I know is here. If I

returned, I'd be lost.”

Luckily, she lives in New York, one
of 10 states that pllow illegal immigrants
to pay resident |tuition rates at public
universities. With $5,000 a year from
her father and |a babysitting job, she
attended a highly ranked college in the
City University of New York, earning a
3.8 GPA in acconting.

OVERQUALIFIED & UNDERPAID

Butshesstill lacked the Social Security
number needed|to apply for jobs and
internships. While friends—many of

landed $70,000-g-year jobs, she sought
out small businesses willing to risk hir-
ing her for half that.

“Sometimes [ felt like crying or
screaming,” shq says. “Some of my
friends knew why I didn’t apply for
corporate jobs. But other people who
didn’t know would criticize and judge me. They thought I was
lazy or stupid.”

She was eventually hired as a bookkeeper by a small com-
pany that, ironically, provides immigrants with information
on visas and citizenship. She is paid on the books—and pays
taxes—thanks t¢ the tax-identification number the federal
government gives people without Social Security numbers.

Though overgualified and underpaid, she rarely com-

THEY SAY THEY'RE. BUILDING A KALL BECAUSE TOD MANY OF US ENTER ILLEGALLY
AND NON'T LEARN THEIR LANGUAGE OR ASSMILATE INTO THEIR CULTURE...®

LU.S._IMMIGRANTS: TOP 10|
__COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN |
1T MERICD ¥
EECHINE - it
[ 3_PHILIPPINES

TETTTHERSNREE
5. EL SALVADOR
6. VIETNAM

them children of legal immigrants— 7. SOUTH KOREA

7. SOUTH KOREA
8. CUBA
9. CANADA

10. DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

SOURCE: U.S. BUREAU OF THE CENSUS; FIGURES FOR 2007

plains. Instead, she z=Z
her boyfriend—a Mexica=
college student who is alsc
here illegally—volunteer
with an immigrant group
pushing Congress to pass
the Dream Act, which
would grant legal status to
high school graduates who
were brought to the U.S. by
their parents.

Her mother has a quick-
er solution: Dump the
boyfriend and marry an
American. At first, the daughter was shocked at the idea
of marrying for reasons other than love. But she’s begun to
waver. “I'm thinking it might be worth a try because this is
so frustrating,” she says.

Her brother, on the other hand, is
tightly tied to Ecuador. As the only
family member who can travel freely,
he’s spent three summers there with his
cousins. Back in New York, he’s in touch
with them by e-mail and on Facebook.

He seems much less connected to
New York, where he comes home after
school to an empty apartment to do
homework. But his family insists he
stay in the U.S.

His father doesn’t want him to go
for the quick money that leads other
boys in the neighborhood to drop
out of school to work at delis or con-
struction sites for $500 a week. He
closely follows his son’s schoolwork,
and meets often with his teachers.

The daughter thinks that her brother
“doesn’t see how difficult it is for us not
having documents. And he sees how it
is for me—I can’t go back to Ecuador
or get a better job.”

For now, her brother has stopped talking about going back
to Ecuador and started thinking about going to college in the
U.S. to study architecture. But he still feels the pressure that
many citizen-children of illegal immigrants experience.

“Maybe they expect too much of me,” he says. “But my
family wanted me to come here. It’s better for me, and better
for my sister.” @
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NAME
DATE
“Under One Roof”

Upfront Magazine, September 2009 Issue

Directions: Read the article and thoughtfully answer the following questions.

1. This article refers to a “mixed
status” family. What does this
mean?

2.  Why did the father decide to
uproot his family and move to
the United States?

3. Why is there such an increase
in “mixed status” families in the
u.s.?

4. Immigrants in the U.S. face
stereotypes. What are the three
stereotypes that they fight to
overcome?

- What is the reality about
immigrants?

5. In 1892, what was the main
entry point for immigrants in
the U.S.? Where was this
located?

6. What field do most illegal
immigrants find work in,
according to the PEW Hispanic
Center?

7. Your Social Security number is
the key to many doors in the
U.S. Without it, what are some
things you cannot have?

8. lllegal immigrants are trying to
push Congress to pass the
“Dream Act”. What would this
do?

9. What are the top three
countries of origin for U.S.
immigrants?




